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Island magnificence rises from 
Lake Maggiore. Mists of evening 
deft) veil the terraced garden of 
sola Bella, one of the Borromean 
Isles offshore from Stresa. The 
Counts of Borromeo transformed 
the once-bare rock in the 17th 
century, building a lavish palace 
and transporting soil from the 
mainland to construct exotic gar- 
dens, Guests watched theatricals 
in the garden amphitheater 
(above), decorated with cherubs 
and shells. In 1959, Prince Vita- 
liano) Borromeo completed the 
Grand Hall of the palace (ight). 
following original plans. 
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